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The mission of  the Oceana Conservation District is to promote conservation, stewardship and  

sustainable use of the natural resources in Oceana County through landowner assistance and education. 

In addition to our long-standing programs that support 
sustainable agriculture and forestry, we expanded our 
services in 2017 to include the following: 
 
Habitat Restoration: In 2017, we launched a new seed 
installation service. With the use of our Truax Flex II no-
till drill, we are able to plant native wildflower and grass 
seed on large acreages. Working with landowners to 
restore grasslands, we are able to help provide critical 
habitat for pollinators and other wildlife.  
  
Educational & Recreational Opportunities: Oceana 
Conservation District is working hard to get people 
outside and learning about Oceana County’s most 
valuable assets including 26 miles of Lake Michigan 
shoreline, world-renowned sand dunes, three major 
rivers (including the White River that is designated a 
Natural River by the Michigan DNR), and 60,000 acres of 
national and state forest. We are confident that nature-
based educational experiences will connect local 
residents and visitors, young and old, to the natural 

world and will inspire them to conserve and protect the 
natural resources of Oceana County.  
 
Scholarships: Thanks to a few generous donors, we 
were able to initiate a scholarship program for high 
school seniors who are interested in pursuing a degree 
in natural resources, conservation, and/or agriculture 
and have demonstrated the potential for being active 
and engaged leaders in the community. We are so 
excited to give back to the community and invest in the 
youth who will be the future of Oceana County.  
 
We invite you to join us in our effort to promote 
conservation, stewardship and sustainable use of the 
natural resources in Oceana County by signing up to 
help with one of our stewardship projects, by planting 
native trees, shrubs and wildflowers, by scouting for 
invasive species, or by contributing financially to help us 
provide programs and services that positively impact 
Oceana County. Thank you for your support.    

Suzie Knoll 

Note from the Director 



Suzie Knoll, Executive Director 

Suzie joined the District in 2014. She comes with degrees in biology and psychology and has 

experience doing fieldwork relating to avian research and ecological restoration. Her office 

management, organizational skills and drive to succeed give her the opportunity to lead the 

District in fulfilling its mission and expanding programs and services of the District.  

 

Lynda Herremans, MAEAP Technician 

After receiving a B.S. in Wildlife Biology from MSU, she has worked as a Wildlife, Conservation 

and Energy Technician, Soil Conservationist, Executive Director at Mason-Lake Conservation 

District, and now as Oceana’s MAEAP Technician since 2011. Lynda loves being able to combine 

her passion for agriculture and conservation of natural resources as a MAEAP Technician.  

 

Adam Chandler, Conservation Technician 

With a degree in Natural Resource Management from Grand Valley State University and a GIS 

certification, he has been with the District since 2016. He works primarily with the Natural 

Resource Conservation Service staff in our office to provide assistance to landowners to address 

their natural resource concerns. 

 

Michael Paling, District Forester 

Michael joined our team in 2016. He recently graduated with a BS in Forestry from Michigan 

Technological University. Originally from Carsonville, MI, he was involved in Boy Scouts since 

2001, earning Eagle Scout in 2011. Michael provides education, outreach, and one-on-one 

technical assistance to forest owners in Oceana, Muskegon and Newaygo Counties.  

 

Mark Kelly, USDA-NRCS District Conservationist 

Mark has been the District Conservationist with the Natural Resources Conservation Service 

(NRCS) in Oceana County since 1991. He graduated from the University of Illinois with an 

agronomy degree (crops and soils) and has been with USDA for over 36 years working in Illinois 

before transferring to Michigan.  

 

Dayna McCoy, USDA-NRCS Soil Conservationist 

Dayna grew up near metro Detroit in Clarkston and moved to west Michigan to attend GVSU.  

With a degree in Natural Resource Management,  she has been working with the NRCS in Shelby 

since 2011 to help people address natural resource concerns on their property and to utilize 

Farm Bill programs to do so.   

 Board of Directors 

Eric Herrygers Caleb Coulter Kathy Carter Chris Crosby Timothy Vinke 



 

2017 Accomplishments at a Glance 
 

Staff and volunteers collected 3,000 tires to be recycled.  

MAEAP verifications (new or re-verified in 2017) .................................. 14 

Forest landowners assisted  .................................................................. 190 

Acres enrolled into Qualified Forest Program ................................... 2,900 

USDA funds farmers received for conservation/restoration ....... $496,764 

Sites treated for invasive species ............................................................ 44 

Acres of invasive species treated ....................................................... 15.25 

Tree/Shrub seedlings sold ................................................................ 26,200 

Culms of beach grass sold ................................................................ 13,000 

Acres planted with no-till grain drill...................................................... 284 

Acres of pollinator habitat planted ....................................................... 150 

People attended educational field trips and events ............................. 950 

Pounds of hazardous waste collected ............................................. 29,300 

Plastic ag containers collected and recycled ..................................... 5,000 

Scrap tires collected and recycled ..................................................... 3,000 

Wells tested for nitrates ......................................................................... 60 



MAEAP’s comprehensive, voluntary, proactive program is 
designed to reduce farmers’ legal and environmental risks 
through a three-phase process: 1) education; 2) farm-
specific risk assessment and practice implementation; and 
3) on-farm verification that ensures the farmer has 
implemented environmentally-sound practices. Nine 
farmers successfully completed all phases during the past 
year adding 12 new verifications and 2 re-verifications. 
Earthscape Farms became the first farm in the county to 
attain a total of 4 Verifications with the addition of their 
Forest, Wetlands and Habitat Verification.  This brings 
Oceana County’s total verification number to 137 with 128 
of those having up-to-date verification status. 
Congratulations to the following farms reaching one or 
more new verifications during the past fiscal year: 

 

 

Many more farms received assistance related to emergency planning, water use reports, water withdrawal 

assessment tool, no-till drill use, spill kits, pesticide jug recycling and more by the MAEAP Technician. Since the 

first phase of the program is education, much effort goes into providing these opportunities to growers. The 

following outreach activities took place in 2017: 

 

 MAEAP Phase I/Grower’s Meeting in Scottville for Mason, Lake, Oceana & Manistee growers 

 MAEAP Phase I/Forestry Workshop for Oceana, Newaygo & Muskegon landowners 

 MAEAP presentation and display at Asparagus Day 

 Oceana Ag Banquet - Banquet included a MAEAP Display and a MAEAP award presentation  

 Free nitrate screening for Oceana County residents (60 wells tested) 

 MAEAP Technician coordinated the collection and recycling of 5,000 agricultural containers 

 Farm Tour took place in August and highlighted Farm Bill & MAEAP practices as well as showcased the 

diversity of Oceana agriculture  

 Oceana County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting  

 News articles in the Oceana Conservation District newsletters (2) and press releases in Oceana’s Herald 

Journal (5) 

 Assisted Oceana County Farm Bureau with the coordination of the 2017 Farm Safety Day 

MAEAP Report 

 

 

Casting Crowns 
Earthscape Farms 
Golden Stock Farms 
J & H Fleming Farms 

Jancek Farm 
Jerry Schaner Farm 
Kacynski Farms 
Vinke’s Farm 



Forestry Report 

The state of Michigan contains roughly 20 million acres 
of forestland of which 11 million acres are privately 
owned. The Forestry Assistance Program is a forest 
management program available to private landowners 
as a public service at no cost. Conservation District 
foresters throughout the state provide technical 
assistance such as site visits, management 
recommendations, and industry referrals to help 
landowners better understand, plan, manage, protect, 
and utilize their forest resources. 

The Forestry Assistance Program in the tri-county area 
of Oceana, Newaygo, and Muskegon is in the middle of 
its fifth year of service. In the past year, 190 landowners 
received assistance and 93 site visits were conducted 
covering 6,000 acres. Landowners who have received 
forest management assistance have been writing 
management plans, planting new trees, conducting 
sustainable timber harvests, and enrolling into different 
forest management programs such as the Qualified 
Forest Program or American Tree Farm System.  

The Forestry Assistance Program also provides 
education and outreach on local forest health, wildlife 
habitat, and navigating a timber harvest. Last year 377 
people attended nine events hosted in Oceana, 
Newaygo and Muskegon Counties.   

One important role of the Forestry Assistance Program 
over the last few years has been monitoring the threat 

of forest pests and diseases. We are working with other 
professionals in the state to closely monitor and slow 
the spread of the Hemlock Wooly Adelgid (a small white 
wax-covered insect that affects hemlock trees) and Oak 
Wilt (a disease affecting isolated stands of red oaks on 
properties near the lakeshore). Although not 
documented in Michigan, we are also on the lookout for 
the Asian Longhorn Beetle which has affected maple 
trees in neighboring states. Your local conservation 
district forester can provide information on the early 
detection, prevention, and treatment of forest pests 
and diseases.  

Please contact your local District Forester, Michael 
Paling, who can help you reach the next step in 
assessing your property, meeting your forest 
management objectives, and applying for cost-share 
programs. You can reach him at (231) 861-5600 ext. 
3005 or michael.paling@macd.org.  



Oceana County is one of seven counties of the West Michigan Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area (West 

Michigan CISMA). Numerous agencies and organizations, including conservation districts in these counties, serve as 

partners and work together to obtain grants for invasive species work. Oceana Conservation District works closely 

with Ottawa Conservation District, the fiduciary of the CISMA, and with Muskegon Conservation District, who houses 

the “Strike Team” crew that implements invasive species treatments in Oceana County. 

In 2015, the CISMA was awarded a two-year grant through the Department of Natural Resources’ Michigan Invasive 

Species Grant Program for $393,000 which initiated a large effort to survey for and treat invasive terrestrial plant 

species using an early detection, rapid response approach. The CISMA was awarded another two-year grant in 2017 

for $325,000 to continue similar work. 

And now just recently, the CISMA and the West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission were 

awarded a total of $1,883,600 from the Michigan Invasive Species Program and the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative 

to undertake survey and treatment work for Hemlock Woolly Adelgid in West Michigan. The State of Michigan is very 

focused on stopping the spread of HWA to northern counties along the lakeshore and therefore surveys and 

treatments will be a priority in Oceana County in 2018. 

In Oceana County, we have been focused on three species: garlic mustard, Phragmites, and Japanese knotweed. 

Japanese knotweed, also known as Michigan bamboo, 

can reach up to 10 feet and forms dense thickets. It is 

difficult to eradicate and grows back vigorously after 

cutting, mowing, tilling and digging.  

Phragmites is a perennial grass that reaches up to 13 feet 

and can form dense, impenetrable stands. Found in 

wetlands, ditches, along shorelines, and streambanks.  

Pictured above is Phragmites along the Pentwater River.  

 
Species 2015 Treatments 2016 Treatments 2017 Treatments 

 # Sites # Acres # Sites # Acres # Sites # Acres 

Garlic Mustard  0 0 2 12 2 12 

Japanese Knotweed 9 1.38 27 2.55 30 2.25 

Phragmites 16 5.47 19 3.38 12 1 

Total 25 6.85 48 17.93 44 15.25 

Invasive Species Report 



The Environmental Quality Incentives Program provided 

over $500,000 in 2017 to address natural resource 

concerns in Oceana County. Due to Oceana County soils 

and the risk of leaching, minimizing potential for 

groundwater contamination is a very high priority. EQIP 

provided funding to fill in two abandoned wells, closing off 

the direct path for contaminants to reach groundwater. 

Also, 10 on-farm fuel storage sites were improved to 

provide secondary containment and prevent leaks and 

spills. Irrigation uniformity tests were completed on 165 

acres, assuring proper irrigation rates.  Also, to improve 

habitat for declining populations of pollinators, wildflower 

seed was planted in areas protected from spray drift.   

The Conservation Stewardship Program awarded seven 

new contracts in Oceana County, for a total of over 

$140,000, and almost 3,500 acres of cropland including 

400 acres of forestland enrolled.   

Enrolling in programs is not the only way to work with 

NRCS; no-strings-attached technical assistance is also 

available for anyone interested in talking about natural 

resource concerns on their operation.  Assistance for 

forest management practices and streambank erosion/

stabilization practices has been under-utilized in the past, 

and we look forward to working with more people on that 

this year.  Thanks to everyone who has worked on 

conserving our natural resources and sustaining 

agricultural production this year.   

 
 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

The Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS), an agency in the United States Department 
of Agriculture, works with private landowners to 
install or implement conservation practices on their 
land.  We are an agency of resource professionals 
(foresters, biologists, engineers, planners, etc.) who 
partner and work directly with and through your 
local conservation district.  All assistance with NRCS 
is voluntary.  You, as the landowner, can start and 
stop your interaction with NRCS at any time.  Our 
one and only job is to educate and assist landown-
ers with installing conservation practices.  NRCS has 
been working with farmers, ranchers, rural land-
owners and conservation districts since 1935.  

Environmental Quality Incentives Program  
(EQIP) 
For agricultural producers, this program pro-
vides financial and technical assistance to ad-
dress natural resource concerns relating to soil, 
water, air, plants, animals, and sometimes 
even humans on their land.   

 

Conservation Stewardship Program  
(CSP) 
This program provides financial assistance for 
farmers and ranchers to assist in maintaining 
the conservation practices already implement-
ed and to challenge them to try new conserva-
tion techniques such as soil testing, scouting 
for pests, or using nutrient management.  

 

Wetland Reserve Easement  
(WRE) 
Designed to restore wetlands that were 
drained or manipulated in any way for agricul-
tural production.  A wetland restoration pro-
ject involves many parties and can take  years 
to complete.   



2017 Financial Report 
October 1, 2016—September 30, 2017 

BEGINNING BALANCE ........................................  $105,256 
  
REVENUES 
State Grants  ........................................................... $197,482 
Local Funding & Grants ............................................ $15,150 
Charge for Services ..................................................... $6,754 
Sale of Goods ............................................................ $48,528 
Rentals & Interest ....................................................... $7,051 
Reimbursement for Grant Administration ............... $27,760 
Other Revenue ......................................................... $11,106 
TOTAL REVENUES ............................................... $313,831 
  
EXPENDITURES 
Payroll Expenses .........................................................  $201,903 
Grant Administration ................................................ $27,760 
Operating Expenses/Overhead ................................. $17,359 
Plant Materials ......................................................... $32,163 
Items Purchased for Resale ........................................ $2,629 
Education/Outreach ................................................... $3,534 
Recycling Programs  ................................................... $8,049 
Training ....................................................................... $2,010 
Travel/Mileage ........................................................... $9,719 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES ........................................ $305,126 
 
ENDING BALANCE .............................................. $113,961 


