
 

 

 

 

OCEANA CONSERVATION DISTRICT’S  
MUNGER SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

 
Oceana Conservation District announces the first annual 2018 Munger Scholarship Awards. Oceana 
Conservation District will award $1,000 scholarships to three (3) high school seniors in Oceana County in 
2018. Applications will be accepted from high school seniors who pursue continuing education in natural 
resources, conservation, or agriculture and demonstrate the potential to become active community 
leaders committed to promoting conservation, stewardship, and sustainable use of the natural 
resources in Oceana County as emulated by the example of Edith and Louis Munger. Applications must 
be submitted by February 15th, 2018 and the scholarships will be awarded at the District’s annual 
meeting tentatively scheduled for March 17, 2018.  
 
Edith and Louis Munger, for which the scholarship is named, were early 20th century pioneers in 
conservation and agriculture in Oceana County. Establishing themselves in Hart in 1895, both Edith and 
Louis “Doc” Munger became well known citizens of Oceana County for the significant impact they made 
in their community.   
 
Edith Munger (1865-1945) worked with her husband in his medical practice as a trained nurse, but her 
passion was in conservation. She was an advocate for the protection of birds and natural places. Edith’s 
most prominent role was with the Michigan Audubon Society, serving as president from 1913 to 1934, 
promoting bird conservation throughout the state and country. Under her leadership, the Society 
helped persuade lawmakers to change laws relating to the bird feather trade as well as the hunting of 
migratory birds. Affectionately known as the “Bird Woman,” Munger provided educational materials for 
schools, spoke and wrote to various audiences across the state, and was integral in establishing the 
American Robin as the state bird of Michigan. Munger was also instrumental in a 14-year campaign to 
acquire 1,500 acres of dunes to expand Silver Lake State Park and worked to create the first public park 
in the City of Hart. In addition to her environmental work, she served on the Hart School Board, she was 
active in the women’s suffrage movement as well as the birth control movement, and helped create 
children’s welfare programs. Edith Munger was inducted into the Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame in 
2010, and into Michigan’s Environmental Hall of Fame in 2016.   
 
Louis “Doc” Munger (1871-1958) practiced medicine in Hart for over 60 years, often not charging those 
who could not afford to pay for services, or accepting alternative forms of payment. In the early 1900s 
he acquired a tract of land along Lake Michigan and by 1911 began planting cherry trees. After 
experimenting with his cherry orchards, he became known as the “Cherry King” of Oceana County with 
over 500 acres and 50,000 trees planted. He employed 400-500 employees during harvest time and 15 
year-round full time employees. In addition to being a doctor and a farmer, he was a member of many 
local boards and councils. Doc was an innovative problem solver as exemplified by his cherry harvesting 
strategies which are still used today. He also built one of the area’s first snowmobiles so that he could 
travel through snow-blocked roads to treat his patients.  
 
Doc and Edith Munger’s legacy in conservation, agriculture and community activism lives on today in 
Oceana County. The Oceana County Historical and Genealogical Society keeps the full story of these 
dynamic Oceana County residents at the Society’s headquarters in the Munger’s former home, located 
on the corner of Lincoln and Dryden Streets in Hart.  
 
 



 

 

Scholarship Eligibility and Requirements: 

Applicants to the Munger Scholarship Program must: 

1. Reside in Oceana County or attend an Oceana County high school  
 

2. Graduate in May/June of 2018.  
 

3. Enroll in and attend undergraduate study at an accredited two-year or four-year college, 
university, or technical school   
 

4. Plan to pursue a degree or career in natural resources, conservation, or agriculture that could 
include but is not limited to: 

 
o Natural Resource Management 
o Fisheries and Wildlife Management 
o Watershed Management 
o Biology 
o Ecology 
o Water, Soil, Forest, or Wildlife Conservation 
o Forestry 
o Environmental Science 
o Parks and Recreation  
o Environmental Engineering 
o Environmental Policy 
o Water Resources 
o Science or Environmental Education 
o Agriculture 
o Agribusiness  
o Agronomy 
o Farmland Management 
o Plant Agricultural Sciences 
o Agricultural Engineering 
o Soil Science 
o Food Sciences 
o Agriculture Education 

 

Scholarship awards to be used for the following expenses:  

o Tuition 
o Room and board 
o Books and school supplies 
o Personal expenses (laptop/printer, dorm furnishings, college food plan, etc.)  
o Transportation to and from school 
o Childcare so student can attend school 

 

Awards are granted without regard to race, color, religion, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, or disability. 



 

 

 

 
MUNGER SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION  

 
Name: 
 
Address: 
 
Phone Number:                                                                 Email Address: 
 
Date of Birth:                                                                      Gender:  
 

Cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA):  ______  (include high school transcripts) 

Are you the first person in your family to go to college?    Yes _____    No _____ 

Name of high school attending: 
 
List any academic honors, awards and membership activities while in high school: 
 
 
 
 
List your hobbies, outside interests, extracurricular activities: 
 
 
 
 
List any volunteer activities: 
 
 
 
If you have decided on what college you will attend, please indicate school name. If not, list your 
top 3 choices:     
 
 
 
Name and contact information of parent(s) or legal guardian(s): (address, phone) 
 
 
 
 
On a separate sheet, write a 250-500 word essay addressing the questions below: 
 
Describe how your interests or experiences in natural resources, conservation and/or agriculture (in 
school, at home, or through volunteer service) have shaped who you are today.  Also, discuss how the 
lives and leadership of Edith and/or Louis Munger inspire you to take an active role in conservation or 
agriculture in Oceana County as part of your career.  
 

 



 
STATEMENT OF ACCURACY BY STUDENT 

To be completed by the applicant 
 

I hereby affirm that all of the information stated above is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. I 
also consent that if selected as an award recipient, my picture may be taken and used to promote the 
scholarship program.  

I hereby understand that if selected as an award recipient, I must make every effort to be present at the 
awards ceremony to receive my scholarship award. (Oceana Conservation District’s Annual Meeting is 
tentatively scheduled for March 17, 2018.) 

I hereby understand that incomplete applications or applications that do not meet eligibility criteria will 
not be considered for this scholarship.  

I hereby understand that if selected as an award recipient, it is my responsibility to remit the 
appropriate information prior to my scholarship being paid (Ex: proof of residing in or attending high 
school in Oceana County, proof of enrollment, class schedule, etc.).  

 

Signature of scholarship applicant: ______________________________________ Date: _____________ 

 

STATEMENT OF SUPPORT BY SPONSOR 
To be completed by a teacher, counselor, principal, coach, 4-H leader, boy/girl scout leader, etc. 

 

I hereby affirm that this application meets the criteria set forth by this scholarship program.  

Name and title of sponsor submitting the application: _________________________________________ 

High School/Organization/Affiliation: ______________________________________________________ 

Contact Information (phone and email): ____________________________________________________ 

Brief statement of why student should receive a Munger Scholarship Award 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of sponsor: _________________________________________________Date: _____________  

 
Checklist 
____Application 
____Essay 
____High school transcript showing GPA 
____Applicant and Sponsor signatures 
 

Application must be submitted by February 15th, 2018 and mailed to Suzie Knoll at Oceana Conservation 
District, 1064 Industrial Park Drive, Shelby MI 49455 or emailed to suzie.knoll@macd.org.  

 
Oceana Conservation District is an equal opportunity provider and employer 

mailto:suzie.knoll@macd.org

